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Advocates for Service Animal Partners provides this material for informational purposes only. Material contained here is not legal advice. If you need legal advice, please contact an attorney licensed to practice law in your state.

SUMMARY
	The following statutes comprise New York’s pertinent service animal laws. These statutes provide civil penalties for discriminating against a disabled individual accompanied by a service animal in public services, private companies providing public accommodations, and housing accommodations. These	 laws also provide graduated criminal penalties for interfering with, injuring, or killing a service animal. 

Executive Law. Chapter Eighteen. Of the Consolidated Laws. Article 15. Human Rights Law
§ 296. Unlawful discriminatory practices
14. In addition to reasonable modifications in policies, practices, or procedures, including those defined in subparagraph (iv) of paragraph (d) of subdivision two of this section or reasonable accommodations for persons with disabilities as otherwise provided in this section, including the use of an animal as a reasonable accommodation, it shall be an unlawful discriminatory practice for any person engaged in any activity covered by this section to deny access or otherwise to discriminate against a blind person, a person who is deaf or hard of hearing or a person with another disability because he or she is accompanied by a dog that has been trained to work or perform specific tasks for the benefit of such person by a professional guide dog, hearing dog or service dog training center or professional guide dog, hearing dog or service dog trainer, or to discriminate against such professional guide dog, hearing dog or service dog trainer engaged in such training of a dog for use by a person with a disability, whether or not accompanied by the person for whom the dog is being trained.

§ 47-b. Miscellaneous provisions
1. Persons with a disability accompanied by guide dogs, hearing dogs or service dogs shall be guaranteed the right to have such dogs in their immediate custody while exercising any of the rights and privileges set forth in this article, provided that in instances of employment pursuant to section forty-seven-a of this article, such dog has been trained by a qualified person. Blind persons shall, further, have the right to carry a cane in their immediate custody while exercising any of the rights and privileges set forth in this section.
2. No person or legal entity, public or private, shall attempt to impose or maintain any direct or indirect additional charge for the admittance of a guide dog, hearing dog or service dog accompanying a person with a disability, nor shall any conditions or restrictions not specifically set forth in this article be imposed on the person's rights as set forth herein.
3. A person engaged in training a dog to guide or otherwise aid persons with a disability, while engaged in such training activities, and a person with a disability for whom the dog is being trained, shall have the same rights and privileges set forth for persons with a disability in this article.
4. The term “guide dog”, or “hearing dog” shall mean a dog that is under the control, consistent with federal regulations implementing the Americans with Disabilities Act, Title III, at 28 CFR 36.302(c), of the person using or training it and has been or is being trained to guide or otherwise to aid a person with a disability.
5. For the purposes of this article the term “disability” shall have the same meaning as provided for in subdivision twenty-one of section two hundred ninety-two of the executive law.
6. Any law, rule, or regulation conflicting with any provision of this article is, to the extent of said conflict only, deemed to be superseded by the provisions of this article.
7. “Service dog” means any dog under the control, consistent with federal regulations implementing the Americans with Disabilities Act, Title III, at 28 CFR 36.302(c), of the person using or training it, and that has been or is being individually trained to do work or perform tasks for the benefit of a person with a disability.
Credits
(Added L.1976, c. 469, § 2. Amended L.1979, c. 358, § 1. Amended L.1979, c. 358, § 1; L.1979, c. 491, § 4; L.1986, c. 404, § 10; L.2014, c. 536, § 3, eff. Dec. 29, 2014; L.2015, c. 141, § 4, eff. Aug. 13, 2015, deemed eff. Dec. 29, 2014.)
 
[bookmark: s47c]§ 47-c. Penalties
1. Any person or legal entity, public or private, violating any provision of this article shall be guilty of a violation.
2. Any person or legal entity, public or private, violating section forty-seven and/or subdivision one or two of section forty-seven-b of this article two or more times within a two year period shall be guilty of a violation punishable by a fine of one thousand dollars.
CREDIT(S)
(Added L.1976, c. 469, § 2; amended L.1979, c. 491, § 4; L.1986, c. 404, § 10; L.2004, c. 295, § 1, eff. Jan. 1, 2005.)
 
Mckinney's Consolidated Laws of New York Annotated. Penal Law. Chapter 40. Of the Consolidated Laws. Part Three. Specific Offenses. Title L. Offenses Against Public Administration. Article 195. Official Misconduct and Obstruction of Public Servants Generally
[bookmark: s195_11]§ 195.11 Harming an animal trained to aid a person with a disability in the second degree
A person is guilty of harming an animal trained to aid a person with a disability in the second degree when such person intentionally causes physical injury to such animal while it is in the performance of aiding a person with a disability, and thereby renders such animal incapable of providing such aid to such person, or to another person with a disability.
For purposes of this section and section 195.12 of this article, the term “disability” means “disability” as defined in subdivision twenty-one of section two hundred ninety-two of the executive law.
Harming an animal trained to aid a person with a disability in the second degree is a class B misdemeanor.
CREDIT(S)
(Added L.1989, c. 344, § 1.)
 
[bookmark: s195_12]§ 195.12 Harming an animal trained to aid a person with a disability in the first degree
A person is guilty of harming an animal trained to aid a person with a disability in the first degree when such person:
1. intentionally causes physical injury to such animal while it is in the performance of aiding a person with a disability, and thereby renders such animal permanently incapable of providing such aid to such person, or to another person with a disability; or
2. intentionally kills such animal while it is in the performance of aiding a person with a disability.
Harming an animal trained to aid a person with a disability in the first degree is a class A misdemeanor.
CREDIT(S)
(Added L.1989, c. 344, § 1.)

Mckinney's Consolidated Laws of New York Annotated. Penal Law. Chapter 40. Of the Consolidated Laws. Part Three. Specific Offenses. Title N. Offenses Against Public Order, Public Sensibilities and the Right to Privacy. Article 242. Offenses Against Service Animals and Handlers
[bookmark: s242_00]§ 242.00 Definitions
For purposes of this article:
1. “Service animal” shall mean any animal that has been partnered with a person who has a disability and has been trained or is being trained, by a qualified person, to aid or guide a person with a disability.
2. “Disability” shall have the same meaning as provided in section two hundred ninety-two of the executive law.
3. “Handler” shall mean a disabled person using a service animal.
4. “Formal training program” or “certified trainer” shall mean an institution, group or individual who has documentation and community recognition as a provider of service animals.
CREDIT(S)
(Added L.2007, c. 582, § 1, eff. Nov. 1, 2007.)
 
[bookmark: s242_05]§ 242.05 Interference, harassment or intimidation of a service animal
A person is guilty of interference, harassment or intimidation of a service animal when he or she commits an act with intent to and which does make it impractical, dangerous or impossible for a service animal to perform its assigned responsibilities of assisting a person with a disability.
Interference, harassment or intimidation of a service animal is a class B misdemeanor.
CREDIT(S)
(Added L.2007, c. 582, § 1, eff. Nov. 1, 2007.)
[bookmark: s242_10]
§ 242.10 Harming a service animal in the second degree
A person is guilty of harming a service animal in the second degree when, with the intent to do so, he or she causes physical injury, or causes such injury that results in the death, of a service animal.
Harming a service animal in the second degree is a class A misdemeanor.
CREDIT(S)
(Added L.2007, c. 582, § 1, eff. Nov. 1, 2007.)
[bookmark: s242_15]
§ 242.15 Harming a service animal in the first degree
A person is guilty of harming a service animal in the first degree when, he or she commits the crime of harming a service animal in the second degree, and has been convicted of harming a service animal in the first or second degree within the prior five years.
Harming a service animal in the first degree is a class E felony.
CREDIT(S)
(Added L.2007, c. 582, § 1, eff. Nov. 1, 2007.)
 
Mckinney's Consolidated Laws of New York Annotated. Public Housing Law. Chapter 44-A. Of the Consolidated Laws. Article XI. Miscellaneous.
[bookmark: s223a]§ 223-a. Discrimination against persons who have certain household pets
No person who has been adjudged to be legally blind or who is a severely physically handicapped person or who is a mute shall be denied occupancy in a dwelling in any project or be subjected to eviction from any such dwelling on the sole ground that such person owns a dog or cat which will or does reside with such person therein, provided, however, that if after occupancy a health hazard results on account of such dog or cat, the public health officer having jurisdiction may take such corrective measures as are appropriate.
Credits
(Added L.1975, c. 798, § 1, eff. May 1, 1975.)
 
[bookmark: s223b]§ 223-b. Discrimination against a person who is deaf or hard of hearing who has a hearing dogs
No person who is deaf or hard of hearing shall be denied occupancy in a dwelling in any project or be subjected to eviction from any such dwelling on the sole ground that such person owns a hearing dog as defined in section forty-seven-b of the civil rights law, provided, however, that if after occupancy a health hazard results on account of such dog, the public health officer having jurisdiction may take such corrective measures as may be appropriate.
Credits
(Added L.1980, c. 689, § 3, eff. June 26, 1980. Amended L.2014, c. 536, § 6, eff. Dec. 29, 2014; L.2018, c. 221, § 18, eff. Aug. 24, 2018.)

Mckinney's Consolidated Laws of New York Annotated. Social Services Law. Chapter 55. Of the Consolidated Laws. Article 5. Assistance and Care. Title 8. Emergency Assistance for Aged, Blind and Disabled Persons.
[bookmark: s303a]§ 303-a. Grants of assistance for guide dogs, hearing dogs and service dogs; certain cases
1. It shall be the duty of the social services official to provide assistance, in accordance with regulations of the department, to a person with a disability using a guide dog, hearing dog or service dog who has been determined to be eligible for or is receiving federal supplemental security income benefits and/or additional state payments, for the purchase of food for such dog.
2. Such regulations of the department shall fix an amount of not less than thirty-five dollars a month, and the method and frequency of distribution and procedures for the determination and periodical redetermination of eligibility for such assistance.
3. Such assistance shall not be granted to any person for whom earned income has been exempted for such purpose pursuant to federal law or regulation.
4. The full amount properly expended by social services districts under this section, including costs of administration, shall be reimbursed by the state, notwithstanding any inconsistent provision of section three hundred one of this chapter.
CREDIT(S)
(Added L.1978, c. 732, § 1. Amended L.1983, c. 493, § 1; L.1986, c. 404, §§ 13, 14; L.1986, c. 562, §1.)
 
Mckinney's Consolidated Laws of New York Annotated. Transportation Law. Chapter 61A. Of the Consolidated Laws. Article 6. Matters Relating to All Motor Carriers.
[bookmark: s147]§ 147. Dogs accompanying persons with a disability
Subject to such rules and regulations as the commissioner may prescribe, all common and contract carriers of passengers by motor vehicle shall permit a guide dog, hearing dog or service dog as defined in section forty-seven-b of the civil rights law accompanying a person with a disability, as defined in subdivision twenty-one of section two hundred ninety-two of the executive law, to accompany, to guide, or otherwise to aid such person, to ride on all vehicles operated for transportation and no charge shall be made for the transportation of such dog.
Credits
(Added L.1983, c. 635, § 4. Amended L.1986, c. 404, § 15; L.2014, c. 536, § 5, eff. Dec. 29, 2014.)

Mckinney's Consolidated Laws of New York Annotated. Vehicle and Traffic Law. Chapter Seventy-One. Of the Consolidated Laws. Title VII. Rules of the Road. Article 27. Pedestrians' Rights and Duties
[bookmark: s1153]§ 1153. Provisions relating to blind or visually impaired persons
(a) Notwithstanding the foregoing provisions of this article every driver of a vehicle approaching an intersection or crosswalk shall yield the right of way to a pedestrian crossing or attempting to cross the roadway when such pedestrian is accompanied by a guide dog or using a cane which is metallic or white in color or white with a red tip.
(b) No person, unless blind or visually impaired, shall use on any street or highway a cane which is metallic or white in color or white with a red tip.
(c) This section shall not be construed as making obligatory the employment of the use of a guide dog or of a cane or walking stick of any kind by a person blind or visually impaired.
CREDIT(S)
(L.1959, c. 775. Amended L.1973, c. 494, § 1; L.1986, c. 302, § 1.)

